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Unemployment 


On the Rise 


AFL-CIO Sheds Crocodile Tears 


"Meany Sees 8.2% Rate As Tragedy’ 
So reads a headline on the front 
page of the Feb. 15 AFL-CIC NEWS. 
Touching, isn't it, that the $90,000 
a year bureaucrat sees tragedy in 
the plight of millions of workers 
stripped of the means to earn a liv- 
ing by the very system that Meany 
staucnhly defends as “our way of 
life"? But for Meany and the wst of 
his ilk the real tragedy lies in 
the fact that their faction of cap- 
ital is not on top. The unions have 
no desire, nor any interest (not to 
mention ability) to wage a class 
defense against the onslaughts of 
the capitalist economic crisis on 
our living standard. They simply 
wish to deflect our struggle against 
these attacks into"safe" channels, 
so that the system that guarantees 
their privileged existence stays in 
place and so that they can use us 
to put them in a position of wield- 
ing a greater share in the power 
which capital exerts over us. 

For Meany and the AFL-CIO and all 
the independent unions the problem 
is a problem of management of capi- 
talism. They think that the prob- 
lems rest in the "bad policies" of 
Gerald Ford or: Arthur Burns and the 
Federal Reserve. Cr they blame Con- 
gress for its inactivity. The fact 
of the matter is that not Ford, 
Burns, Congress or even the AFL-C10 
can do anything to "turn the econ- 
omy around" as Meany says. An ar- 
ticle in the same issue of AFL-CIC 
NEWS calls for: 

eee! million public service jobs, 

a $2 billion accelerated public 

works program, a reduction in 

home mortgage interest rates, and 
release of $19 billion of presi- 
dentially impounded funds, among 
other proposals, to get the econ- 
omy moving again. 
Who do they think they're fooling? 
In a country with 8.2% unemployment 
(the worst since 1941, and even this 
is misleading as it includes mid- 
dle class professionals who are not 
hit as hard as industrial workers 
where the rate is closer to 11%), 


BLS Finds Joblessness 
Surging Across the Board 


Commissioner of Labor Statistics Julius Shiskin, appearing 
before the Joint Economic Committee of Congress, set forth 
these comparisons of unadjusted jobless rates as they have 
soared in a number of industries over the past year: : 


January 1974 January 1975 


Automobiles 9.2 24.0 
Construction 14.1 22.6 
Lumber 63 17.8 
Furniture 47 12.1 
Stone, clay, glass 5.2 12.9 
Primary metals 3.5 8.2 
Electrical equipment 5.4 12.9 
Other transportation equipment 6.0 18.2 
Food 65 11.8 
Textiles 6.1 19.4 
Apparel 10.5 17.6 
Paper 4.0 11.4 
Chemicals 3.8 7A 
Rubber and plastics ° 5.3 13.8 


which saw a 3.6% drop in industrial 
output in January (the worst since 
1938), with an inflation rate of 
14.4% (the highest ever), where 


there was a 9.4% drop in the GNP in: 


the last quarter of last year, the 
propoSals of the AFL-CIO are like 
giving a band-aid to someone who's 
slit his wrists! 

The fact of the matter is, that 
the WORLD economic crisis is final- 
ly hitting the U.S. hard (and it'it 
be hitting it harder in the future). 
No longer, can the U.S. deflect its 
economic problems onto other coun- 
tries. Faced with an ever-deterior- 
ating economic situation, U.S. cap= 
ital will be forced to turn to the 
unions to carry out the attacks on 
the American working class that 
other factions of capital wouldn't 
dare try (and the unions know this, 
and are preparing to assume this 
role; 
tique of the AFL-CIC "Action" Pro- 
gram for the economy). 

But we must be prevared for them. 
Loox at Britain. The unions and the 
Labour Party are in power there and 
British workers have the same prob- 
lems we do here (although they are 
more Severe there due to the weaker 
position of British capital in rela- 


next month we will have a cri-. 


tion to the world economy). The un- 
ions are not our saviors. They are 
part of the capitalist apparatus 
that keeps us enslaved as wage-la- 
borers in a system which is rampag- 
ing like a wounded rhinoceros. Meany 
is right when he says we're heading 
for a depression. But what did the 
unions do in the last one? They wor 
worked hand-in-glove with Roosevelt 
and organized us for productivity 
increases, speed-ups, layoffs (yes, ~ 
layoffs), etc.e, all in the name of 
the ‘national interest’. And final- 
ly they helped mobilize us as can- 
non fodder in the imperialist war. 
That's the real union solution to 
unemployment! That's the solution 
of decadent capitalism of which the 
unions are an integral part! Their 
SOlution is to send us off.to butch- 
er and be butchered by workers from 
other countries for the glory of 
the national capital. - 

But there is another solution. 
The working class solution of the 
revolutionary destruction of the 
capitalist state (including the un- 
ions) by the working class, acting 
as a united class in struggle. Our 
self-emancipation through the aboli- 
tion of wage-labor and commodity 
production, and the construction of 
a society of freely associated pro- 
ducerse This is what the unions are 
really afraid of: Cur victorious 
class struggle and the end of thei- 
role as bargainers over our labor- 
power and as agents of capital pe - 
petrating their treachery in our 
midst. In response to the crocodile 
tears of Meany and his cronies as 
they sit in their plush Eashington 
offices or sun themselves on the 
beaches of Bal Harbor, the working 
class must inscribe on our banner 
the words of Rosa Luxemburg: 

The unions are no longer workers! 
Organizations, but the most trust- 

worthy defenders of the State and 

of bourgeois society. Consequent- 
ly it is apparent that the strug- 
gle for socialization can not be 
carried on without the struggle 
for the liquidation of the unions. 
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Paris Commune 


by putting forward their plan 
g"" exploitation of women and 


Working Women and the 


Equal Rights Amendment 
for a more “enkightene 


men workers. z 
Working women must see through all this none ere 

just another attack by capital. They must respond in 
rking women of Paris respond- 


the same manner as the wo , : 
ed to the Paris Commune in 1871, in the declaration 


which we reprint below. 


March 8 is International Women's Day. In fact, the 
capitalists have proclaimed 1975 to be International 
Women's Year. Once again bourgeois feminists will be 
declaiming the war between men and women, talxing 
about "sisterhood" (like "sister" Jackie Onassis and 
Her Royal Sister Elizabeth 11). The left wing of capi- 
tal, from the Communist Parties to the Trotskyists 
and Maoists will once again do their bit to pressure 
state legislatures to either adopt or reject the 


On behalf of the Social Revolution to which we are dedicated, 
and of the battle for the rights of Labour, for Equality and 
Justice—the Association of Women for the Defence of Paris 
and Aid to the Wounded protests with all its might against 
the shameful proclamation which was addressed to women the 
day before yesterday by an anonymous group of reactionaries. 

This proclamation urges the women of Paris to appeal to 
the Versailles government’s ‘generosity’ and asks for peace at 
any price. 

The generosity of cowardly murderers! : 

Conciliation between freedom and tyranny; between the 
people and their oppressors! 

No, it is not peace but all-out war that the women workers 
of Paris demand! : 

Conciliation today amounts to betrayal! It would be a 
denial of all working-class hopes for total social revolution, 
for the abolition of all existing social and legal structures, for 
the elimination of all privileges and forms of exploitation, for 
the replacement of the rule of Capital by the rule of Labour— 
in short, for the emancipation of the working class by the 


The struggle in which we are engaged can end only 2 the 
victory of the people’s cause. Paris will not give in, for it an 
the flag of the future. The supreme moment is at hand. 
power to the workers! Down with their oppressors --- 

The united determined women of Paris have been aroused 
and enlightened by the suffering that follows in the wake of all 
social crises; they are firmly convinced that the Commune— 
representing the irfternational revolutionary principles of all 
peoples—contains the seeds of the Social Revolution. The 


women of Paris will prove to France and to the world that at 
the hour of greatest danger—at the barricades and the forts, 
if the enemy breaks into the city—they are as capable as their 
brothers of giving up their lives in the cause of the Commune, 
the cause of the People! 

Once victorious, men and women workers in- complete 
solidarity will be able to defend their common interests, and 
with one final effort, they will extinguish all trace of exploita- 


* tion and exploiters! 


Long live the social and international Republic! 
Long live Labour! 


working class ... 


Appeal to Our Readers 


The deepening of the worldwide cri- 
sis of capitalism brings with it 
the widening and deepening of work- 
- jug class struggle in response to 
the deterioration of the workers‘ 
living standards around the world. 
This in turn makes greater demands 
on revolutionary communist workers 
to expand cur publications 50 as to 
better comiat the propaganda of the 
various capitalist newspapers, be 
it from the large daily legitimate 
press or the myriad of right and 


Read 
FORWARD - 


A Journal of 
_ a 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: $2.00 for 4 issues 
published irregularly = 


= Enctosed fs 
__copies of R 


Enclosed is-a donation of $ 


Workers Group. 


SUBSCRIBE! 
_=Enclosed is $%.00 for 12 issues (one year) of WORKERS: TRUTH. 
Enclosed is $2.00 for & issues 


for the following pamphlets: | 
EVOLUTION AND COUNTER-REVOLUTION IN RUSSIA 


___ copies of THE ECONGMT OF STATE CAPITALISK 


“TI woule like to sell a monthly bundle of, 
I woula like to meet with a representative of the Revolutionary 


Long live the Commune! 


: . 
left wing capitalist sects who try 
to confuse and mystify the working— 
-class and deter it from its historic 
mission: the destruction of capital- 
ism and the wage-labor system and 
the building of socialism. Thus, we 
see aS an urgent necessity the ex- 
pansion of WORKERS! TRUTH from an 8 
page to a 12 page monthly papere 
However, our funds are extremely 
limited, and printing and mailing 
costs are high and getting higher 
every day. Therefore we must ask 
you, our readers; to send whatever 


No. 2 

(available now) 

Contains: 

“Revolutionary Activity" 

"Theses on the Basic Tasks of the 

Communist International" adopted by 

the Second Congress of the Commun- 

ist International 

"Comments on the ‘Basic Tasks of 

the Communist International'" 

An International Exchange: 
"Introduction to 'Defense of the 
Proletarian Character of the Oc- 
tober Revolution'" 

by REVOLUTION INTERNATIONALE 
"Defense of the Proletarian Char- 
acter of the October Revolution" 
by INTERNACIONALISMO 
"Where INTERNACIONALISMO Goes 
Wrong on the Russian Revolution" 
by the Revolutionary Workers 
Group 
price: 50 cents 


of FORWARD. 


(25 cents per copy) 
(25 cents per copy) 


WORKERS TRUTH. ~ 


= ip : 2 - 
Workers Group or ERS! 
Group, P.0;—Box 


to help us out. If you feel 
ypat WORKERS" RUTH is a revolution- 
ary workers' paper, and if you feel 
as we do the urgent necessity for 
expanding revolutionary intervention 
into the struggles of our class, 
then please send us a contribution, 
however small or large it may be. 
Everything will be appreciated. - 
Make checks payable to Revolutionary 
workers Group, WORKERS' TRUTH or 
Gash and mail to-RWG, PO Box 60161, 
1723 We Devon, Chicago, IL 60660. 
For our work, Comrades! 


No. 5 

(available soon) 

Will contain: 

"The Poverty of Invariance" 

‘NaAre We Sectarians?"- 

"Declaration of Principles of the 
Spanish group ACTION PROLETARIA" 
"1019 Manifesto and Program of the 
Left Wing of the American Social- 
istararty— 


"Comments on the '1919 Manifesto...' 


"1920 Theses of the Abstentionist 
Communist Faction of the Italian 

Socialist Party" 

"Comments on the '1920 Theses..-' 
"Coservations and Perspectives on 
the Period" 

"a Principled Programmatic Basis 

for Communist Regroupment" 

“On the Nature and Function of a 

Communist Tendency" 

"Theses on the State and the Tran- 
sition Period" 

price: $1.00 


WORKERS’ TRUTH PAMPHLETS 


“Revolution and Counter-Revolu 
in Russta...by David Ross 


R The Economy of State Capitaliem 
7 by David Rass ~ 


Pamphlets 25¢ each 


_, Workers" Truth 
A Revolutionary Marxist Monthly 
' » Published by the 
5 Revolutionary Workers Group. 
Editor .<:.. 
: bevid Ross : 
‘Subscriptions: $1.00 for 1 year 
(2 issues) 
Revolutionary Workers Group 
S P.O. Box 60161 
- 1723 W. Devon 
B Chicago, Ii}. 60660 
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Sadat, Hero of the Crossing of 
the Nile - Where is Our 


Breakfast? 
--Egyptian workers’ slogan 


in Egypt thousands of workers 
have been demonstrating in the 
Streets against the drop in living 
Standards forced onto their should- 
ers by Egypt's particular situation 
within the world capitalist crisis: 
sky-rocketing inflation, lack of 
transport facilities, official cor- 
ruption, and in particular the gov- 
ernment's new draft laws which the 
workers see to discriminate against 
them. 

The "troubles" began with pro- 
tests in the huge industrial com- 
plex at Helwan, 20 miles south of 
Cairo. The workers elected a 100- 
man delegation which tried to go to 
the National Assembly to negotiate 
with the government. But the dele- 
gation's route to the Assembly was 
barred by riot police dispatched by 
the Minister of the Interior. This 
quickly led to much wider, spon- 
taneous demonstrations by workers 
in the streets of Cairo; chanting 
anti-government slogans, the work- 
ers smashed shop windows in expen- 
Sive areas, and clashed violently 
with the riot police. The unrest 
‘soon spread to other parts of the 
city with the workers being joined 
by others from the Cairo suburbs, 
although many were prevented from 
doing so by the disruption of 
transport services. 

Significantly, the slogans ex- 
pressed the immediate material de- 
mands of the workers and were hard- 
ly concerned at all with the ques- 
tion of the Arab-Israeli war. The 
last time workers at Helwan came up 
against the repressive forces of 
the state, during the massive wild- 
cat strikes of 1972, the vicious 
repression unleashed by the govern- 
ment was followed by the infiltra- 
tion of the workers' struggle by a 
wider "popular" movement, composed 
mainly of leftist students, which 
largely succeeded in diverting the 
struggle into nationalist ends: thus 
demands to release imprisoned work- 
ers were combined with declarations 
of support for the Palestinian guer- 
illa movement and with appeals for 
the formation of a "citizens' mili- 
tia" to defend the homeland against 
"Zionist aggression", seeing that 
the official government seemed so 
unwilling to take the reins of the 


us 


gle in the M 
"holy war". 
Although the students did not 
hold back from jumping on the band- 
wagon this time, the movement's ov- 
erwhelmingly working class content 
reflects the developments which have 
taken place in the last two or 
three years. Today, as the world 
crisis grows deeper, the burden im- 
posed by states directly involved 
in imperialist confrontations is 
being felt with particular severity 
by the working class. The need to 
maintain a huge military apparatus 
in a permanent state of alert cre- 
ates even higher inflationary pres- 
sures than in other countries (Por- 
tugal, the Middle East, etc.). If 
they are to compete at all on the 
world market, such national capi- 
| tals have no choice but to mount an 
immediate attack on workers' living 
standards through taxation, vrice 
rises, Overtime, etc. < 
In Israel in November 1974 the 
government's announcement of a 43% 
devaluation of the Israeli pound, 
with corresponding price rises of 
17% for basic goods, led to violent 
clashes between workers in Jerusalem 
and the police: in the working class 
area Of Hatikva demonstrators erect- 
ed barricades in the streets and 
ransacked supermarkets. There were 
also wildcat strikes in the port of 
Ashdod and elsewhere, with strikers 
sometimes engaging in physical at- 
tacks on officials of the state 
Trade Union Federation, the His- 
tadrut, who naturally argued -that 
these sacrifices are necessary if 
israel is to "defend herself from 
Arab aggression". 
The emergence of this movement of 
the working class both in Egypt and 
‘in Israel is particularly signifi- 
cant at a time when a new Middle 
East war is seen by many to be on 
the immediate agenda. As both rul- 
ing classes appeal to the "national 
interest" and to racial chauvinism 
in an attempt to choke off the work- 


,ers' struggles, the diametric con- 


flict between the so-called nation- 
al interest and the CLASS interest 
of the workers in the face of the 
crisis becomes more and more obvi- 
ouse As each war becomes increasing- 
ly indeterminate in its military 
Outcome, and more and more costly 
,in human and economic terms, the re- 
Spective governments will surely 
find it harder and harder to march 
the workers off to war. The way be- 


iddle East 


gins to open for the unification of 
the struggles of both Israeli and 
Arab workers against their joint ex- 
ploiters, to counter the bourgeois 
Slogans of "national defense" and 
"national self-determination" with 
the revolutionary watchword: "turn 
the imperialist war into a civil 
war". 

But the road to that unification 
is long and hard. Capital has many 
ideological cards up its sleeve: in 
the Arab countries, workers' hostil- 
ity to the established governments 
is often derailed by the leftists 
whose intervention in the 1972 
Strike movement clearly served to 
Givert the combativity of the work- 
ers into a "rank and file", "popu- 
lar" support for Egyptian imverial- | 
ism. In Israel, the militancy of the 
proletariat is still frequently 
Strangled by Zionist ideology; es- 
pecially among the Oriental? sections 

f the Jewish proletariat, the nop- 


-ulist and racist demagogy of the 


the Zionists 
the discontent 


extreme right wing of 
has served to channel 


of these workers into anti-Arab 
chauvinism. 
But the Israeli and Egyptian 


workers do not stand alone. Indeed 
the problems facing them today fore- 
Shadow the problems which will soon 
be confronting the proletariat of 
the whole world: savage austerity 
Measures imposed by each national 
capital in its attempts to remain 
competitive, the drive to mobilize 
the workers for generalized imper- 
ialist wars. But with the world pro- 
letariat entering the crisis unde- 
feated and more and more aware of 
its strength, the prospect facing 
the CAPITALISTS is that of the 
WORLD PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION, the 
movement towards which would have 
to be decisively defeated on an in- 
ternational scale before a general 
imperialist war could be launched. 
Thus the fate of the workers in the 
Middle East is indissolubly linked 
to the future of the workers of the 
whole-world: both the breaking of 
the vicious circle of localized 
wars in the Middle East, and the 
averting of a world war vrovoked by- 
imperialist antagonisms in the Mid- 
dle East (or anywhere else) -- can 
only be attained by the revolution- 
ary unification of the world working 
class and its destruction of the 
international bourgeoisie. 

--C.D. Ward (WORLD REVOLUTION) 
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WORLD REVOLUTION (ICC) 
Write only to this address 
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Box 56 

197 King's Cross Read 
London WC1 

GREAT BRITAIN 
(correspondence only) 
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ALARMA 

Fomento Obrero Revolucionario 
to: 

Mlle. Nicole Espagnol 

125 rue Caulaincourt 

75018 Paris 

FRANCE 
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Glasgow “Daily Express” Case and Self—yanagement 


Last month's issue contained a 
reprinting of the leaflet "Work- 
ers' Capitalism and the Crisis -- 
Lessons of the "EXPRESS" Struggle" 
distributed by REVCLUTIONARY PER- 
SPECTIVES after the strike at the 
"Daily Express" newspaper in Glas- 
gowe The following article by REV- 
OLUTIONARY PERSPECTIVES (reprinted 
from WORKERS VOICE, No. 13) is a 
followup to that leaflet and gives 
the questions raised in the leaf- 
let a fuller, more developed treat- 
mente 


Our epoch is that of the perma-- 
nent crisis of capitalism; the in- 
ternal mechanisms of capitalism now 
push it towards self-annihilation, 
and humanity's only hope of avoid- 
ing barbarism is the proletarian, 


communist revolution. The capitalist. 


maneuvers to try and prevent the 
eventual collapse of their system 
can only lead to a further deepen- 
ing of the crisis. The STATIFICA- 
TICN of economic life is the main 
way the capitalists have of attempt- 
ing to stave off the crisis by at- 
tecking the workers through nation- 
alization and inflationary state 
spending. (1) However, this is not 
the only weapon in their armory. 
Since statification as seen in Rus- 
sia and the Western mixed economies 
clearly has nothing to offer the 
working class, these policies must 
now be allied to attempts to "hu- 
manize" capitalism. This is done by 
schemes of workers’ participation 
in management, by workers' control 
over the actual process of produc- 
tion, by encouraging “'workers' co- 
operatives" with State aid, etc, 
and by passing off the resulting 
-state capitalism with a "human" 
face as socialism, and encouraging 
workers to work harder for capital- 
ism, by spreading the idea that they 
are worxing for themselves. Capi- 
talism-has continually taken up de- 
mands that were once those of a f 
genuine workers' movement, emptied 
them cf all their class content, 
and used them as ATTACKS on the 
proletariat. Thus, whatever the 
benefits to the working class of 
"workers' control" over production 
during a revolutionary upsurge, 
like that of 1917 in Russia, today 
all these schemes, as opposed to the 
destruction of wage labor and the 
Market, are maneuvers of capitalism 
. and our only position is to tho- 
roughly attack them and their de- 
fenders. The "workers' councils" 
illustrates this, for today we have 
factions of the world bourgeoisie 
implementing "workers! councils" 
within the capitalist market, e.g. 
in Yugoslavia, Germany, etc. (2) 
THE "EXPRESS" CLOSURE 
The closure of the "DAILY EXPR=SS" 
newSpaver plant in Glasgow in May 
197k, with the loss of over 1,500 
workers' jobs, was another of the 
now almost daily indictments of the 
Capitalist system in crisis; a sys- 
tem that can only prolong its sur- 
vival by the sacrifice of the live- 
lihood of the working class for the 
needs of profit. The collapse of 
the "Express" needs to be seen by 
the class as one more inescapable 
element in the deepening crisis of 
world capitalism, which at the mo- 
ment is especially severe in Bri- 
tain, and similarly severe in the 
newSpaper industry. 
Thus this closure was not the 
wicked whim of an isolated press 
baron, as was portrayed by the 
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"leftists" from the Labour Party. 
via the Communist Party te the In- 
ternational Socialists. NEITHER was 
it a maneuver of "English" interests 
hostile to the "needs of Scotland" 
as the Scottish National Party (SNP) 
tried to convince the workers in- 
volved. The newspaper capitalists 
are faced with a slump in advertis- 
ing revenue due to the affect of 

the crisis on the rest of their 
class, in addition to the rocket- 
ing price of newsprint and the 
struggle of print workers to main- 
tain their living standards in face 
of the crisis, and all these factors 
have combined to reduce their pro-- 
fits to very low levels. in this s5i- 
tuation there is only one way for 
each capitalist to survive; invest 
in new machinery, centralise pro- 
duction and work at full capacity to 
prevent the total collapse of pro- 
fitability. In addition to these 
factors, Beaverbrooks (the "EXPRESS" 
owners) were faced with an immediate 
cash shortage to finance costly of- 
fice development in London. Thus to 
survive, they had to close down in 
Glasgow, centralize production in 
Manchester and thus save on the cost 
of labor power, and ease their cash 
flow problems by selling the Glasgow 
plant. 

Given this chronic situation in 
the newspaper industry, as vart of 
the crisis-ridden capitalist sys- 
tem, the possibility of the workers 
being able to resist closure was 
virtually nil. In any case, even if 
they had been able to do this, 
through the joint action of all the 
"Exvress"' empire workers, this would 
only have further hit the position 
of Beaverbrooks which is already a 
poor third competitor to the other 
Fleet Street papers the "SUN" and 
the "MIRRCR". In this case the re=- 
sult, even though slightly delayed, 
could again only have been unemploy- 
mente 
THE CAMPAIGN 

The efforts of the "Express" work- 
ers to prevent the closure, like 
that of the workers in Lip who tried 
to stop the closure of a watch fac- 
tory last year, attracted widespread 
interest-and support. But our anal- 
ysis as communists of workers! 
struggles must always proceed from 
the overall interests of the class 
and can have nothing in common with 
Ouvrierist activism. 

Initially, when the redundancies 
were announced, there was widespread 
anger amongst the workers and this 
was shown by their response. Acts 
of violence were committed against 
supervisors, and some workers com- 
mitted acts of sabotage against the 
plant. After this, the workers re- 
fused to print the final edition of 
the paper, and instead wrote their 
own editorial and leading articles 
denouncing the closure, ran this 
off and began distributing it in- 
stead. At this stage the management 
called for police intervention, and 
despite this coming about some cop- 
ies were distributed. 

in the first days, while all the 
workers Still occupied the plant, 
an "Action Committee" was formed. 
While this was not set up on the 
inspiration of the unions (both of 
the main print unions had accepted 
the closure and denounced the work- 
ers' actions), it was composed in 
the main of either F.C.C.s (the 
printing equivalent of shop stew- 
ards) or the more articulate jour- 
nalists who had also been made re- 
dundant. So at no time was ita | 
completely autonomous struggle com- 


/ 


mitteee In these first days the 
workers tried their only cards; an 
appeal went out to the Manchester 
workers not to accept the printing 
of the Scottish edition of the "Pye 
press", and demonstrations were 
called to help mobilize support Pon 
the struggle against the closure 
throughout the class on Clydeside, 
But once the workers in Manchester 
had refused to support the Glasgoy 
workers, the struggle was lost, and 
henceforth it began to turn into a 
reactionary movement, into a cam- 
paign for self-management. Before 
discussing this campaign and anal- 
yzing it, it is worth pointing out 
that at this stage, when the inj... 
tial struggle was lost, and the in. 


tn widet in their work, and it is 
pr picant that attempts of the 
Sign class to mobilize the work- 
ple ind self-management have 
ers : to be more successful in 
tende” Jike these (e.g. Lip itself, 
martes as BSA. in Birmingham). 
ey Basis stayed undoubtedly owed 
false consciousness to the 


above factorSe 


i¢tvee 4 
Be who set up a “committee of ex- 
verts'| to advise on such issues as 


publicity, legal matters, 
pices at the campaign for a "work= 
ers pavers in return, the leaflets 
issued by the "Action Committee! 
made large capitulations to nation- 


| 


finances 


+vethe Simple transfer ofthe property of the en- 
terprises of thé private toss to the workers’ un-, 
~ion will hot accomplish the economic postulates of | @ 
communism, according to which property must be 
transferred to the entire proletarian collectivity, 
which is the only means of eliminating the charac- 
teristics of private economy in the appropriation 


and distribution of prodicts. 
e--Even the transfer of management ‘of the enter= 
prises to the factory councils does-not constitute 
+eethe advent of the commnist system 
- --Theses of the Abstentionist Communist Faction 
of the Italian Socialist Party 
May 1920 se 


pulse had gone out of the workers! 
actions, THE VAST MAJORITY. OF THE 
WORKERS ACCEPTED THE CLOSURE. Their 
class sense told them that it was 
hopeless, and about 1,200 of the 
workers picked up their redundancy 
money and left, some for Manchester 
where 100 workers were offered 
work, some to other jobs locally, 
but most to join the growing army 
of unemployed in Glasgow that now 
totals over 35,000 (7%). Thus the 
impulse for self-management. did not 
come from the class as a whole but 
from various capitalist groups with 
roots in the class, who were able 
to mystify a certain strata of 
workers into support. 

With the workers drifting away, 
the "Action Committee” gave uv the 

Occupation of the newspaper plant 
for one in a shed nearby--provided 
by the management! And from here 
the various schemes for self-man- 
agement were trumpeted forth, with 
the support of about 300 of the 
workers. Those who remained were 02 
the one hand certain of the journal- 
ists, who more and more took over 
the publicity of the campaign and 
attempted to put forward a moderate, 
respectable image for mass consump- 
tion; also there remained the poli- 
tical elements, those who adhered 
to the views of the C.P. or SNP and 
Saw a long struggle as a good “spec™ 
tacle" for propaganda, and with 
these went the F.0.C. strata inside 
the plant. In addition undoubtedly 
certain rank and file workers.re- 
mained to continue the struggle 
Once it moved into the field of 
Self-management. Much of what here 
pened at the "Express" can be trace 
to the particular history and 2 
structure of the plant. It was one: 
with no history of class strugél® 
‘which had very patriarchal labor 
relations, and where little attemP? 
had been made over the years to Te" 
duce the manning levels dictated bY 
the new technology of the industry: _ 
In addition despite the high comp? 
ition of capital, the industry 7° 
still one with a high degree of Ke 
craft skill, where. workers can t@ 


alism, saying what was needed was, 
"a new Scottish newspaper, writ- 
ten, produced and published by 
Scots, for Scots, about Scots and 
sresoundingly voicing Scots opin- 
ton." {ACTION; COMMITTES: NEWS,No 1) 
But! the main effort of this commit- 
tee was to try to get the workers 
to invest their redundancy money 
into a co-operative fund, and seek 
financial support from the Labour 
government, the trades unions and 
the banks to set up a “workers' pa- 
per", on a profit sharing basis. 
The response of all these capital- 
ist groups is interesting and needs 
to be analyzed. Initially the Labour 
government offered the "Action Com- 
mittee +.75 million pounds if they 
could raise the same. This like the 
similar loan offered at the same 
time to the BSA co-operative was 
conditional on a government share 
in the firm and ceilings on manning 
levels. Apart from being good prop- 
aganda ("saving jobs'') this would 
secure a paper generally favorable 
t0 the Benn wing of British capital- 
ism. Another promise of help came 
from the Communist Party, via the 
U.C.S. fighting fund, which is con- 
trolled by CP shop stewards, and 
t% offered 20,000 pounds to vro- 
ce cosmetics for this human face 
of capitalism. The banks which were 
Fe cached, did not refuse money on 
FE Pie, but wanted to see the 
is off the ground first, before 
' oad That other pillar of capi- 
8 oa the trades unions, was much 
bie commercial in its approach, 
refused to support a venture 
bee ee commercially viable. The 
1 as the Scottish Graphical 
it ciao (SGA) was summed up by 
" ? 
ae association would be required 
a apply the normal caution which 
exercised when investments are 
1 grpmplated." ("GLASGOW NEWS", 
967k.) 
over brooks also lent a hand. To. 
Supe Cee the acceptance of the clo- 
fort; and prevent any further ef- 
ie tne Spread the struggle, they 
{ © Action Committee first op- 


tion of the building at a knock-~ 
down price. This united front of 
Sympathetic capitalist groups should 
cause us to investigate why "work- 
ers Capitalism" or self-management 
Serves their interests at this mo- 
mente 

These schemes are initiated by 
Capitalist groups within the working 
class and supported by the whole 
Capitalist class, firstly because 
they are a deflection of the class 
from the real issues at a time of 
class struggle. By putting forward 
the idea that co-operatives, or 
"participation" are the answers to 
the crisis, these groups deflect 
workers attention from the real 
basis of the crisis which is the 
very existence of the capitalist 
system of profit. In addition they 
try to prevent the workers from ex- 
tending the struggle beyond the 
confines of their own factory to a 
classwide struggle against capital- 
ism, and divide the class up into 
little pockets, each inside their 
factory, whose problems can be sol- 
ved by a little self-management. 


But self-management is not just a 


deflection of attention from the 
real problems; it is also an attack 
on the class itself. For example 
even if it had got off the ground, 
this co-overative would have only 
provided jobs for 500 workers; what 
of the other 1,000? In fact all 
that self-management would have 
achieved was the manning reductions 
which had been sought by the bosses 
for years, and thus self-management 
inevitably means an increase in ex- 
ploitation. These schemes are also 
an attack on the class because they 
"humanize" state capitalism, help 
to convince workers that the state 
capitalist program will be somehow 
different from that of private cap- 
ital and therefore worth being mo- 
bilized for. For example the pro- 
posed nationalization of British 
Leyland which is on the verge of 
collapse; here the poisonous pill 
of nationalization is being sweet- 
ened by talk of participation, of 
humanizing working conditions, etc. 
Self-management of your own exploi- 
tation in other words. 

What is important about the lat- 
ter stages of the "Express" events, 
is not whether they succeeded or 
failed, but that they served as a 
weapon in the ideological attack on 
the working class by the broad 
state capitalist front seeking a 
new image; those who are part of 
this movement whether they call for 
nationalization with or without 
compensation, or nationalization 
with or without workers' control, 

re the enemies of the working 
class. So also are those confusion- 
ists who insist that the factories 
"belong" to their workers, who 
should take over their factories, 
and produce in a self-managed way, 
united not as a class, but via a 
capitalist market. Such a Proud- 


honist utopia could only be a return 


to small scale production based on 


advanced technology, and its dangers 
were summarized by INTERNATIONALISM. 


"Self-management does not unify 
the workers as a class, it di- 
vides them. It confines the 
struggle to each separate factor- 
y, diverting it from the politi- 
cal level. It will pitch rich 


workers against poor workers, frag- 


menting the class on the basis of 
industry, trade or company. The 
productive apparatus, together 
with the worlds natural resources 
*pelongs' to the working class as 


a whole." (3) 


Socialism is not state capitalism 


with a human face (i.e. nationaliza- 
tion vlus a bit of self-management) 
but on the contrary it means the ab- 
olition of commodity production and 
wage-labor, and their replacement 
by the planning of production for 
use on an international scale by 
productive humanity. And this is the 
ONLY alternative to the endless 
round of crises and wars to which 
capitalism inevitably leads. 
CONCLUSION 

But what can workers do faced with 
situations like that of the "Sx- 
press" workers where capitalism 
closes down factories? The hard an- 
swer that revolutionaries must give 
is that within the capitalist sys- 
tem there is NO SCLUTION. Capital- 
ism can only prolong its life in 
the short-term by savagely attacking 
the living conditions of the work- 
ers throughout the world, and no 
magic forms of struggle can alter 
this. "Victories" won by workers 
today will be taken away tomorrow. 
The present struggle against the 
deterioration of living standards 
must lead on to its own intensifi- 
cation and transformation into one 
against the system of wage-labor 
production as a whole. 

It is important that this strug- 
gle be carried out by mass assem= 
blies of workers, with strike com- 
mittees subject to recall by the 
rank and file, and that all strug- 
gles are extended on a class basis 
as far as possible. The “Action 
Committee" in this case was an in- 
dication of the failure of the work- 
ers to break out of the sectional- 


ist struggle; by remaining a "print- 


ing industry affair". To have made 
such a break would have involved 
taking 
such a break would involve taking 
the fight into other industries and 
would involve a complete rupture 
with all the institutions of capi- 
tal which confined the struggle to 
the unions, political parties and 
self-management. Once the initial 
days of the struggle were over, 
this Committee was more and more a 
barrier to any vositive develop= 
ments and was one of the main means 
by which confusion and false con- 
sciousness were spread among the 
workers who remained. Such organs 
can only be expressions of class 
autonomy, IN HOWEVER LIMITED A WAY, 
when the struggle itself is moving 
in -a positive direction, and they 
must dissolve themselves with the 
end of the struggle itself. Only in 
a period of open revolutionary 
struggle can there be formed per- 
manent organizations of the working 
class. And only in a situation of 
revolutionary struggle can workers 
produce a paper which serves the 
general interests of the class 
struggle (This refers, of course, 
to mass circulation dailies, and 
not the publications of revolu- 
tionary groups within the working 
class--WT). The sincere but er- 
roneous ideas of some workers that 
they could set up a paper under 
capitalism to support the class 
struggle is a dangerous delusion. 
In capitalist society commodities 
are produced for the capitalist 
market, and any paper must be a 
capitalist paper, in competition 
against other capitalist papers, 
and consequently against the work- 
ing class. But in a revolution 
the situation changes; one remem= 
bers the action of the workers in 
continued on page 7 . 
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Declarations of the 


Russian ‘Forward Group 


ARCHIVES CF THE REVOLUTION is a 
regular feature of WORAERS' TRUTH. 
Sach month we reprint for the bene- 
fit of our readers part or all of a 
particular speech, article cr docu- 
ment from the vast and rich heritage 
of the revolutionary Marxist move- 
mente In this issue we reprint two 
declaretions of the Russian "For- 
ward'' group. The first is a "Letter 
to All Comrades" signed by Alexan- 
der Bogdanov, one of the members of 
the Forward" group. The second is 
a "Letter to Cur Bolshevik Comrades" 
Signed by the "Forward" group as a 
whole and distributed in leaflet 
form. Unfortunately only the fol- 
lowing excerpts are available to us 
for reprinting. 

These statements were written in 
1910, a year after the Bolshevik 
Left had been expelled by the Bol- 
shevik faction of the Russian Social 
Democratic Labor Party. The Lefts 
then formed a faction around the pa- 
per "Vperyod" ("Forward"). It is 
necessary to place these statements 
in the context of their historical 
period. When FORWARD attacked the 
Bolshevik Center for abandoning 
BSelshevism, they were not speaking 

f the: counter-revolutionary 'Bol- 
shevism-Leninism" of today's Com— 
munist Parties and their Trotsky- 
ist, Bordigist and Maoist "critics! 
What they meant by Bolshevism at 
that time was the revolutionary 
current in Russian Social-Democracy, 
or as we stated in the second issue 
of our journal FCRWARD: 

When we say Bolshevism, we mean 

the internationalist communist 

Struggle against capital, for 

theoretical clarity and the dev- 

elopment of revolutionary working 


Where are we going? What is the 
historical fate of our generation-=- 
a new revolutionary wave or an or- 
Banic development?.e. 

if we are holding a course toward 
“organic development", then revolu- 
tionary-military questions and tasks 
Simply do not exist for our genera- 
tion, and the tradition connected 
with them is a harmful survival 
from the past....But we assert that 
the long "organic development" of 
Russia is an Cctobrist dream.... 

We must consider sustaining the 
remaining militant elements in their 
party spirit and discipline, and 
accordingly educating those working 
class youths who manifest an attrac- 
tion in this direction; strengthen- 
ing propaganda among the troops, 
and, if possible, re-creating the 
military organizations which have 
fallen apartece. 

Some people among your represen- 


class consciousness and the self- 

emancipation of the proletariat. 
After the defeat of the 1905 revolu- 
tion and the retreat of the working 
class before the counter-revolution, 
the majority Bolsheviks (Lenin among 
them) rushed to embrace Plekhanov 


‘and the "pro-party Mensheviks (the 


reformist wing of Russian Social- 
Demecracy) in legalistic and par- 
liamentarist activity during what 
they pictured as the "organic devel- 
opment" of a "bourgeois monarchy". 

FORWARD, however, correctly anal- 
yzing the developing situation of 
global capitalism, saw the necessity 
of preparing for the next revolu- 
tionary wave. HOwever, they like the 
Bolsheviks and the wst of Social- 
Democracy continued to see the par- 
ty aS a party of leaders. It would 
take the next revolutionary wave it- 
Self to show the fallacy of this po 
position. 

While Lenin could slanderously ac- 
cuse FORWARD of anti-Marxism in 
1910, the fact remains that as a re- 
Sult of the Bolshevik orientation 
cf 1908-1917, when revolution did 
break out in Russia, Lenin's call 
for direct action by the working 
class in his "April Theses" was op- 
posed by virtually the entirety of 
the Bolsheviks, being supported on- 
ly by the ex-Forwardists, Trotsky's 
group and some left Mensheviks who 
had joined the Bolsheviks during 
the war. . 

We can not simply use the organi- 
zational prescriptions of FORWARD, 
as is, today. ije must remember that 
the Forwardists considered themsel- 
ves to be a faction of a broad So- 
cial-Democratic Party which embraced 

il the politicized workers. However, 


Letter to All Comrades 


tatives in the executive collegium-< 
the Bolshevik Center--who live 
abroad, have come to the conclusion 
that we must radically change the 
previous Bolshevik evaluation of 
the present historical moment and 
‘hold a course not toward a new rev- 
olutionary wave, but toward a long 
period of peaceful, constitutional 
develcpment, This brings them close 
to the right wing of our party, the 
‘Menshevik comrades who always, in- 
dependently of any evaluation of 
the political situation, pull toward 
; legal and constitutional forms of 
activity, toward "organic work" and 
“organic development". But this is 
what has led to disagreements with 
those Bolsheviks who do not see in 
the reaction which they observe suf- 
ficient grounds for such a change 
Of frontecee 

Bolshevism continues to exist as 
before. It lives not in the circles 


what can be used is the position 
that "formal centralization" and 
"discipline" are not the keys to 
building a sound communist organi- 
zation, but that that can only be 
Gone on the basis of the "living 
ideological link". An organization 
whose centralization is based on 
political homogeneity (which does no: 
mean Stalinist monolithism) will 
have no need of “political bureaus" 
or "central committees" to lead the 
ranks. Rather central committees 
will serve only as organizational ap- 
paratuses to facilitate work ona 
national and international level. 
we must, however, disagree with 

the statement that, "Only the deci- 
Sion of the local Bolshevik organi- 
zations can be considered the real_ 
decision of a question...." This 
could be a statement ‘of ‘opposition 
to the Bolshevik practice of a cen- 
tral committee living outside Russia 
issuing orders to the ‘Bolshevik 
organizations in Russia. However, it 
is not too clear. It has a certain 
flavor of federalism which is an ov- 
er-reaction to Bolshevik centralism 
and swings the pendulum toofar in the 
Opposite direction. Local organiza- 
tions (be they city branches or na- 
ional sections) must be considered 
subordinate to the organization as a 
whole (as the part is always subor- 
dinate to the whole). This does not, 
however, mean that the local organi- 
zations are subordinate to a central 
committee or international secretar- 
iat which "represents" or "embodies" 
the organization between conventions. 
Rather, all parts (local organiza- 
tions and central committees) must 
AD ALL TIMES be subordinate to the 
organization as a whole. 


abroad, not among politically sick 
people who are repressed and beaten 
by the harsh reaction; it lives in 
the steadfast and healthy proletar- 
ian movement, which organizes it- 
self instead of splitting itself 
UPeces 

Comrades, a glorious cause--pol- 
itical, cultural, social--stands 
before us. It would be shameful for 
us if leaders who have outlived 
their times, overcome by adversity, 
Should prevent us from fulfilling 
it. But this is an impossible, abd- 
Surd suggestion. We will proceed on 
our way according to the old slogan 
--with our leaders, if they wish; 
without them,if they do not wish; 
against them, if they oppose us. Our 
cause is the cause of the collec- 


tive, not of individual personal- 
ities.... 


set LRT-BE4-V2 


Letter to Our Bolshevik Comrades 


ee-The Bolshevik Center has sur= 
rendered every Bolshevik position 
one after another....Accountable 
management by material means has 
changed into the uncontrolled free- 
wheeling Of irresponsible people; 
this group of people (the Bolshevik 
Center), which had already become 
ideologically Menshevik, has assum- 
ed the right of disbanding the Bol- 


{ 


shevik faction.... i 


The Bolshevik Center, now altered 
in its composition--the majority 
were able to get rid of the "incon- 
venient" members who refused to abe 
andon the position of Bolshevism-- 
is completely cut off from Russia, 
has essentially become a private 
circle of former Bolsheviks, and has 
finally ceased to take account of 
the opinions and inclinations of the 


ex GLASS OW trom pase 5 
the ROTE FAENS (Red Flag) plant in 
Berlin during the German revolution 
of 1918, who kicked out their capi- 
talist owners, and placed the faci- 
lities at the service of the young 
Communist Party (KPD). 

With bankruptcies and collapse of 
firms occurring daily (e.g. Ferran- 
i, Aston-Martin, British Leyland) 

workers must study the "EXPRESS" 
episode in order to avoid similar 
defeats in the future. By trial and 
error, the class will begin to see 
its real historical goal--commun- 
ism. As the crisis reveals all oth- 
er "solutions" as delusions, the 
communist program "clear as glass 
and hard as steel" must be the 


ae LAYOFFS =n 


the payment of the capital value 
of the enterprises to the old 
owners who thus completely pre- 
serve their right to exploita- 
tion. The enterprises themselves 
continue to function as private 
enterprises within the capitalist 
economic framework; they often be- 
come the opportune means for the 
work of class preservation and 
defense developed by the bourgeois 


State. (Theses of the ACF-ISP,1920) - 


This brings us to the final leftist 
ploy: self-management. Here the 
leftists are joined by a whole men- 
agerie of anarchists, syndicalists, 
libertarians, et.al. The proponents 
of self-management essentially see 
the problems of capitalism as_ being 
caused not by the internal contra- 
dictions of capitalism, but by 
evil bosses. They think that if ev- 
ery group of workers took over their 
own enterprise, things would be fine. 
However, as the ACF-ISP said else- 
where in the document quoted above: 
The constitution of producer co- 
Operatives, where capital belongs 
to the workers who work there, 
cannot constitute a road toward 
the suppression of the capitalist 
System, because the acquisition 
Of raw materials and the distri- 
bution of products is carried out 
through the laws of private econ- 
omy and credit, and therefore con- 
trol by private capital ends up 
by exerting itself over the col- 
lective Capital of the co-operat- 
ive itself. 
This has been the case where self- 
management has been introduced in 
“ngland: 
A month ago 1,850 workers became 
Solely responsible for the for- 
tunes of a failed manufacturing 
business...The new owners re- 
christened the firm the Kirkby 
Manufacturing and Engineering 
Company and set out to prove that 
Mr, Anthony Wedgwood Benn and his 
Cabinet colleagues had soundly 
invested 3.9 mil. pounds of pub- 


Organizations in Russias... 

Cnly the organizations themselves 
have the right to decide their fate. 
Only the Russian Bolshevik comrades 
themselves, those worker socialists 
who struggle face to face with the 
enemy, can and must tell the party 
whether its revolutionary current 


has really died or whether in this 
period of blind reaction which is 
preparing a new outburst of the 
pooular struggle, it has become 
more essential for the proletarian 
cause than ever before.-.e. 

We, the "Forward" group, suggest 
that the Russian Bolshevik comrades 
organize in the immediate future 
Bolshevik conferences on as large a. 
Scale as possible, and at them con- 
sider the questions of the fundamen- 
tal vital interests of Bolshevism. 


workers! answer to the crisis. 
Dec. 74 

NOTES 
(1) For an explanation, though par- 
tial and inadequate, of the crisis 
see "MARGINAL NCTES ON THE ECONOMIC 
CRISIS" and "“NATIONALISATION: STATE 
BOSS" both available from WORKERS 
VOICE. A fuller, deeper treatment 
of the crisis is being prepared by 
REVCLUTICNARY PERSPECTIVES. 
(2) The historical bankruptcy of 
organizations which see the revolu- 
‘tion only in terms of forms is il- 
lustrated by the group SOLIDARITY 
for whom Communism has no content, 
only the forms of workers councils 
and self-management. Thus they were 
able to write an enthusiastic ar- 
ticle on the Ulster Workers Council, 
which was an expression of deep 


lic money in a new workers co-op- 
erativeeceec. 

eeethe watchword at KME now is 
"realistic"... 

At this stage nobody at KME is 
planning to sacrifice any sacred 
cows, either trade union or man- 
agerialeece. 


eeethis time they will be working 


to a "realistic" policy which 
they have helped to frame. Last 


year the factory was losing 60,000 


pounds a month bu since then the 
workforce has shrunk to 850... 
eeeCver all there are no immed- 
iate plans for redundancies (nice 
seeing that over half the initial 
workforce has already been laid 
off-T) although the factory's 
payroll is about 100 workers too 


As opponents of the old factional 
forms, we will insist at these con- 
ferences on the reconstruction of 
the Bolshevik faction on new founda- 
tions so that its ideological soli- 
darity will be achieved not through 
formal centralization, but through 
the living ideological link, and so 
that these IDEOLOGICAL centers which 
are created for this will be under 
real control by the local organiza- 
tions. This will prevent the possi- 
bility of such a political degener- 
ation of the “higher-ups", of such 
abuses and corruption as we have 
witnessed. The ideological current 
must direct its leaders and repre- 
sentatives. Only the decision of 

the local Bolshevik organizations 
can be considered the real decision 
of a questiones.. 


divisions in the proletariat, and 
also wax enthusiastically about the 
lump in the building industry, as a 
bit of self-managed workers capital- 
ism. Here, as elsewhere, communism 
as formal recipes can only serve the 
buurgeoisie. On the other hand, we 
do not deny that communism has prob- 
lems of organization at the politi- 
cal and economic level, as do sun- 
dry modernist dilletantes, see here 
THE ECLIPSE AND RE-EMERGENCE OF THE 
COMMUNIST MCVEMENT Barrot (Black and 
Red, Detroit) as an example of the 
latter tendency. SOLIDARITY's gems 
can be found in their magazine of 


(3) INTERNATIONALISM No. 5 "Lip: the 
organization of defeat". 


cutting its own throat. It is en- 
tering into capitalist competition 
like a sorinter wearing 20-1b. 
weights. 

So long as an entervrise produces 
for the ‘capitalist (and it will have 
to until the world working class 
revolution wipes capitalism from the 
face of the earth), it has to play 
by capital's rules. A self-managed 
enterprise will be forced to lay off 
workers, JUST LIXE ANY CTHER ENTER- 
PRISE. The only difference being 
that the workers "democratically" 
decide who foes on the dole. The on- 
ly alternative is the collapse of 
the entervrise and the entire work- 
force going on the dole. 

It should be clear that all the 
"solutions" put forward by the 


large and short time is being work-ijertists are nothing but utopian 


ed on a rota basis. Lewis says 
that he would not hesitate to rec- 

commend job cuts if he thought 

them necessary "but the final de- 
cision would be up to the execu- 

tive committees"... . 

(Financial Times, Feb. 14, 1975) 
And here is where all the self-man- 
agement and co-operative schemes 
fall down. The driving force of 
capitalism is profit. In order to 
maintain profits it is necessary to 
get the most productivity while 
paying as little as possible to the 
workforcee There are two basic ways 


schemes whose sole result is herd- 
ing workers back into the capital- 
ist framework. There is, however, 
one very clear alternative. That's 
the revolutionary workers' alterna- 
tive: 

Layoffs and unemployment are part 
and parcel of the capitalist system 
of employment and exploitation of 
One human being by another, the sys- 
tem of wage-labor and the market. 
The only way to end unemployment is 
to end the capitalist employment 
system itself! Down with production 
for the matket which subordinates 


of cutting wage costs: cutting wages production to the needs of profit 


directly and layoffs. Thus, during 
‘a crisis of overproduction, when 


profitable markets are at a premium, 


it gets harder and harder to sell 
one's products so as to have money 


capital with which to invest in bet- 
ter equipment and plants. Thus, the 


salve for the declining rate of 
profit must be extracted from the 
plood and sweat of the fewest num- 


ber of as-low-as-possibly paid, but 


« 


| and not the needs of humanity! Down 
| with wage-labor which keeps us in 
the precarious position of never 
knowing when we will be thrown out 
of work and how we will feed our 
families! Down with the capitalist 
state whose army, police, congress- 
es, presidents, courts, unions and 
political parties keep us under the 
yoke of capital! Down with capital- 
ism! Forward to the world workers' 


highly productive workers: wage cutS revolution! Forward to the society 


and layoffs. Any capitalist enter- 
prise, be it run by the state, a 


_of freely associated producers! 
Forward to communism! 


corporation or a workers' co-operat- 


ive, that refuses to do this is 


The world we live in is @ worla 
B where people are divided into classes 


a The two major classes in society are 
the capitalist class and the working 
class. The capitalists own the means 
of production (factories, machines, - 


er wages for: the ‘sale of their labor 
power to the capitalists. Almost all 
production in society is done by the 
workers. However, almost all the ben- 
efits from this production go to the 
capitalists. The basis for production 
in this society is profit. The capi- 
talists are not interested in having 
thé workers produce things that peop- 
le can use or that people need. They 


the biggest profit. Thus, while the 


workers are worse off than they were 
before. i 

In order to increase profits the 
capitalists resort to all sorts of 
mtechniques which most of us are fam- 
ilisr with:speed-up, wage cuts, unem- 
ployment, labor-saving machinery. 
While, for instance, labor-saving 
machinery would-be progressive in a 
society run by the workers, it does 
nothing under capitalism but throw 
them on the dole. It is just another 
attack on the working class. 
Another feature of capitalist soci- 
ety is war. Every day there is a war 
going on somewhere in the world. This 
is oue to the necessity of the capital 


lof the capitalists in other countries. 
The working class has no interests. in 
supporting these wars. Whet the work- 
ers want is peace. However, there can 
be no peace until the capitelists and 
their system have been removed from 

power and replacea by a society run 


operative basis. 


We have already discussed the 
Trotskyist "transitional" pro- 
gram and the question of layoffs 
and unemployment, starting from the 
"Sliding scale of wages and hours" 
on up to nationalization (iwWCRKERS' 
TRUTH, Nov. 1974). The last aspect 
of leftist layoff agitation to take 
up is the various schemes put for- 
ward to make state capitalism (na- 
tionalization) more palatable. 

The first of these schemes is 
nationalization under trade union 
control. The essential difference 
between this and simple nationali- 
zation is that George Meany becomes 
the top economic advisor instead of 
whoever's up there now, and your 
shop steward becomes your foreman. 
So, while it will probably mean a 
pay hike for shop stewards, it's 
going to mean more of the same old 
thing for the rest of us. We've 
heard the unions before: increase 

' production, take a few layoffs, 
take some forced overtime, take a 
little less pay, it's for the "good 
of the country", the "national in- 
terest". In fact, the unions have 
probably used the phrase "national 
interest" more than Richard Nixon! 

But the"national interest" they're 
talking about is the interest of 
Capital. Our interest, the INTERNA- 
NATIONAL interest of the world work- 
ing class, the interest in a decent 
standard of living for ourselves, 
our families and our fellow workers 
is directly antagonistic to capi- 
tal's (and therefore the unions) 
interest. lt is in the interest of 
Capital to get us to produce more 

g and get paid less. The unions only 
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“HIGHT. FOR. SOCIALISM! 


"government is nothing more than-the _ 


executive committee of the ruling class.. 
according to their role in production. It is the owners of the big corpora- 


tions who have the final say as to what 
goes on. It is necessary to organize 
our own workers! councils. The coun- 
cils will be the class rule of the 


etc.) but produce nothing. The workers, workers after the revolutionary over- _ 
on the other hand, receive only meag~ — throw of capitalism. when capitalism 
s Congress will. go with it, All the- 


racy surrounding Congress is just 

a -sham to keep us tied to this system. 
It is democracy for the rich, for the 
capitalists. Our democracy will be 
real democracy, proletarian democracy, 
‘the democracy of the many. We do not 
simply want a workers' government, we 
-want a workers' republic. 

In the process of waging the class 


are only interested in what makes them struggle, the working class aevelops 


the revolutionary class consciousness 


capitelists get richer and richer, the necessary for carrying out its task of 


destroying the capitalist social order 
and replacing it with an international 
co-operative oraer of all producers, 
socialism. The acquisition of revolu- 
tionary class consciousness does not, 
however, occur simsltaneously through- 
out the class as a whole. Some workers 
will see the need for a revolutionary 
struggle against all the institutions 
and mystifications of capital (e.g. 
elections, unions, unitea fronts, na- 
tional liberation movements) before 
the rest. It is necessary for these 
revolutionary workers to organize 
themselves into a revolutionary party 
so as to carry out a coherent, ceh- 

-° tralizea COMMUNIST intervention into 


ists to wage war in order to get aheac the struggles of their class. The pur- 


pose of this intervention is not to 
set themselves up as "leaders'', but to-_ 
Pose the necessity of generalizing is- 
olated struggles into a classwide 
struggle against the capitalist system. 
While such a party is both democratic 
and centralized, it is not "democrat- 


by the workers on an international co- jc-centralist!' in the Leninist sense 


of an artificial “iron discipline’. 


To do this, it is of no use electing 0p the contrary, its centralization. 
people to Congress or as President. The comes from the living ideological link 


"champion" struggles against man- 
agement on the wages field for two 


reasons: to head us off from a real 
all-out struggle against capital, a 
struggle which in the end would have ..ethe obtaining of a right of 


‘against capitalism, the workers’ strug 


-of the International Party of Revolu- 


of its cadre. It-is not a party of 
"leaders" and "masses", with the “rank 
and file' following "the line’; it is 
an organization of revolutionary com- 
mumnist.workers, whose fundamental id- 
ecological and programmatic agreement- 
enables them.to carry out coherent cen: 
tralized intervention on the basis of 
the fullest democracy. However, it is’ 
not-enough to build such a party here 
in the Unitea States. Capitalism is a 
‘world system. Even so-called "Commmn- 
ist" Russia and China are capital ist 
(state capitalist). In order to wage 
@ successful worldwide struggle 


gle and the revolutionary workers par- 
ty must be international. It is as 
part of the process of the devel opment 


tionary Workers. that the Revolutionary 
Workers Group and WORKERS' TRUTH ex-. 
ist. : a 
In 1917 the Russian workers, organ-— 
ized in revelutionary soviets (work- - 
ers' councils), seized power under 
the leadership of the Bolshevik Party. | 
However, the revolution was isolated 
Gue to the failure of the révolutim 
in Western Europe, and the Russian - - 
workers, exhausted from the hard strug 
gle in a backward country, lost power 
as the. Bolsheviks ‘more and more sub- 
stituted their. authority for that of 
the working class, until the point was 
reached in 1921 where the Bolsheviks 
and the working class stood on opposite 
sides of the class line. However, des- 
pite the defeat of the workers in 1921,] 
their struggle and victory in 1917 re- 
mains, along with the Paris Commme of 
1871, as a beacon for workers through- 
out the world. z : 
Under capitalism we workers are noth-# 
ing more than menials. We deserve a 
better life. We deserve social ism. 
However, it will not be handed to us 
on a platter. We must fight for it. 
For if we ao not fight for socialism, 
we will be handed barbarism. Socialism 
or barbarism? FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM: 


ist Communist Faction of the Italian 
Socialist Party in 1920 on "workers' 
control" and nationalization are 
especially valid today: 


to pose the abolition of wage-labor 
(and thus the abolition of the role 
of the unions over the price of our 
labor power) and the destruction of 
the capitalist state (not its take- 
over of industry); and to strengthen 
themselves against other factions 
of capital so as to be able to as- 
Sume greater control over society 
(ultimately nationalization under 
trade union control!). 

Cftentimes the Trotskyists call 
for nationalization under "workers' 
control." What do they mean by 
"“workers' control"? In most cases 
they simply mean union control (some 
groups like the Class Struggle 
League use the two interchangably). 
however, in some cases they mean 
that the workers in the plants will 
"control" the production process 
(in the realm of line speed, condi- 
tions, productivity, efficiency, 
etc.). However, such "control" is 
fictitious so long as the enterprise 
is the property of the capitalist 
state. It is nothing more than the 
"participation" of workers in the 
regulation of their own exploita- 
tion! "Workers' control" has been 
instituted in various plants as an 
experiment and has done nothing to 
solve the problems of layoofs and 
unemployment. It has only served to 
increase productivity and amass 
ereater profits for capital -- at 
the workers' expense! 

he statements of the Abstention- 


greater or lesser control over 
production by these organizations 
(unions and factory councils--i/T) 
is not incompatible with the capi- 
talist system. It can even be a 
last resort for its preservation. 

Even the transfer of management 
of enterprises to the factory 
councils does not constitute (as 
we have said concerning the un 
ions) the advent of the communist © 
system. According to the true com- 
munist conception, workers' con- 
trol over production will only be 
realized after the overthrow of 
bourgeois power and it will be the 
control over the running of every 
enterprise by the entire proletar- 
iat united in the council State; 
communist management of production 
will be the direction of all 
branches and all productive units 
by the rational collective insti- 
tutions that will represent the 
interests of all the workers as- 
sociated in the task of building 
communism. 

Capitalist relations of produc- 
tion cannot be altered through the 
intervention of the organs of 
bourgecis power. 

That is why the transfer of pri- 
vate enterprises to the state or 
local administration does not 
correspond in the least to the 
communist conception. Such a 
transfer is always accompanied by 


continued on page 7 
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